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General Marking Guidance  
 
 

• All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners must mark the  
first candidate in exactly the same way as they mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be rewarded for 
what they have shown they can do rather than penalised for omissions.  

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not according to their 
perception of where the grade boundaries may lie.  

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark scheme should be 
used appropriately.  

• All the marks on the mark scheme are desig ned to be awarded. Ex aminers 
should always award fu ll marks if deserv ed, i.e. if the answer matches the  
mark scheme.  Examiners should also be prepared to award zero marks if the 
candidate’s response is not worthy of credit according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide the principle s 
by which marks will be awarded and exemplification may be limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the mark scheme 
to a candidate’s response, the team leader must be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be m arked UNLESS t he candid ate has  replaced it  
with an alternative response. 
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1 Sentences Testing grammatical knowledge  
This part of the paper is marked out of fifteen. 
 
3 marks per sentence     
 3 X 5 = 15 marks 
 
Deduct ½ mark for each minor error. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
             (15) 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1(a) Tn Ñ;%mg ne,Sug hk nj ud oek .;a;d kï" ug o hEug ;snqKs'              (3) 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1(b) lreKdlr Tnf.A ßhÿre n,m;%h ug ,nd fokak'              (3) 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1(c) wëlaIl ;=ud" fmdA,ag iy ug iïuqL mÍlaIKh iQodkï lrk f,i 

lSfõ h' 

             (3) 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1(d) kj ^uy,a& ksjdi" kj ksjdi j,g jvd wdl¾IKSh f,i ks¾udKh 

fldg we;'  

             (3) 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1(e) wñ, isxy, l;d lsÍug bf.k .;af;a ljod o@              (3) 
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Question 2 – Translation Into Sinhala 
 
Translation from English to Sinhala will be marked for ‘Response to Written Language’ and 
“Knowledge of Grammar” 

Question Number Indicative content 
 Response to written language                                              (15) 
Level Mark Descriptor 
 0-1 Little or nothing of merit 
 2-4 Shows poor understanding of the original and translated in English 

that has a very limited range of vocabulary 
 5-7 Shows a satisfactory understanding of the original and translated 

in English that has a limited range of vocabulary. 
 8-11 Shows a good understanding of the original and translated into 

English that has a wide range of vocabulary 
 12-15 Very good understanding of the original and translated accuracy 

in English that has a wide range of vocabulary. 
 
Question Number Indicative content 
 Knowledge of Grammar                                                        (10) 
Level Mark Descriptor 
 0-2 Errors are elementary and so numerous as to impede 

comprehension. 
 3-4 Evidence of gaps in basic grammar. Common structures are not 

sound and some irregular verbs are suspect. 
 5-6 The grammatical structures are known but success in applying 

them is inconsistent, especially in less common structures. 
 7-8 Grammar is sound. Tense and agreements are reliable and errors 

occur only in the most difficult areas. 
 9-10 The grammatical structures in the specification are used 

accurately. There are a few errors and these are of a minor 
nature. 
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

2(a) wm >¾u l,dmSh rgl cSj;a jk ksidfjka u" ul=¿jka" lerfmd;a;ka" l+öka 

iy yQkka jeks úúO j¾.fha i;a;= lsisÿ l=,S f.ùula ke;sju wmf.a ksjia 

wdl%uKh lr;s' úfYaIfhka lerfmd;a;ka wdoS fuu i;=ka wm wdorfhka 

fkdms<s.;a; o" lerfmd;a;ka ;rï ms<sl=,a ke;s" tla w;lska wmg 

m%fhdackj;a o jk yQkka wms flfia fyda bjiuq' yQfkda ;ukag w,a,d .; yels 

kï lDóka fukau uÿrejka o wdydrhg .ks;s'  

f,dj mqrd WKqiqï foaY.=Khla we;s rgj, úúO yQkq úfYaI fooyila muK 

cSj;a fj;s' isú,sï iy ì;a;s u; weúo hdug we;s yelshdj yQkka yg úfYaI 

fõ' 

             (10) 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

2(b) wmf.a .=rejreka lshkd wdldrhg wm b;du;a Yío lrk msßils' fuhg 

m%Odku fya;=j w¾cqk h' Tyq wm w;ßka jevsu Yío lrk mqoa.,hdfjs¡ 

Tyqg fiñka uDÿ f,I l;dlsÍug fkdyelsh¡ we;Af;kAu Tyq l;d fkdlrhs' 

Tyq lE.ihs' Tyq orejka oi fofkl= isák mjq,l cSj;a ùu iuyr úg fuhg 

n,mEjd úh yels h' fuu f>daIdldÍ lKavdhfï b;du;a l,d;=rlska lg 

wßk msßñ <ufhl= o isáhs' ta udf.a ,`.skau b`of.k isák moauka h'  

wmf.a mka;s kdhsldj fudßia h' weh .=re fïihg ,`.ska bosßfhka ys`o.kakS 

h' ish¿u .=rejre wE m%sh lrk w;r wdo¾Yu;a YsIHdjla f,i ie,fla' weh 

wm md,kh fkdlrk ksid wms ish¿ fokdu wehg leue;af;uq' weh th 

w;yer fndfyda l,ah' weh lrkq ,nk tlu foh jkafka .=rejrekag ,sùug 

wjYH yqKq we;s oehs ne,Su iy mka;s ldurh msßisÿ oehs hkak ne,Su muKs' 

             (10) 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

2(c)  
ishjia .Kkdjl isgu udf.a uq;=ka ñ;af;da c,fha cSj;a jQy' udf.a foudmsfhda 

o c,fhau bmoS uqyqfoa fndfyda l,a cSj;a jQy' udo bmoS we;af;a uqyqfoa h" 

iuyre mjik wdldrhg id.rfha h' udf.a mjq, bkaoshka id.rfha cSj;a 

jQfõ h' tu ksid ud fmdf<djg whs;a ke;' b;d l=vd ld,fha isgu ud .; 

lf<a b;d wudre cSú;h ls' 

             (5) 
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Question 3 – Translation into English  
 
Translation from Sinhala to English will be marked for ‘Response to Written Language’ and 
“Knowledge of Grammar”. 

Question Number Indicative content 
 Response to written language                                              (15) 
Level Mark Descriptor 
 0-1 Little or nothing of merit 
 2-4 Shows poor understanding of the original and translated in English 

that has a very limited range of vocabulary 
 5-7 Shows a satisfactory understanding of the original and translated 

in English that has a limited range of vocabulary. 
 8-11 Shows a good understanding of the original and translated into 

English that has a wide range of vocabulary 
 12-15 Very good understanding of the original and translated accuracy 

in English that has a wide range of vocabulary. 
 
Question Number Indicative content 
 Knowledge of Grammar                                                        (10) 
Level Mark Descriptor 
 0-2 Errors are elementary and so numerous as to impede 

comprehension. 
 3-4 Evidence of gaps in basic grammar. Common structures are not 

sound and some irregular verbs are suspect. 
 5-6 The grammatical structures are known but success in applying 

them is inconsistent, especially in less common structures. 
 7-8 Grammar is sound. Tense and agreements are reliable and errors 

occur only in the most difficult areas. 
 9-10 The grammatical structures in the specification are used 

accurately. There are a few errors and these are of a minor 
nature. 
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

3(a) Today, everybody wants to go up North after the dawn of 
peace and it is now becoming one of the most-visited 
places in the country. Reaching Jaffna by aero plane 
rather than the long journey on the A9 highway, you get 
a sense of real Jaffna feeling, like a magical wonderland. 
Having a peninsula with its scattered islands at the 
northern tip gives Sri Lanka its pearl drop shape. Jaffna 
is indeed beautiful.  

            (10) 

 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

3(b) The lowland rain forests cover 124,340.8 ha in total, 
accounts for 2.14 percent of the Sri Lanka's land area. 
Wet monsoon forests are receiving 1800 - 
2,500 millimeters of annual rainfall and situated below 
1,000 meters of altitude. Kanneliya, Viharakele, 
Nakiyadeniya, and Sinharaja which is a world heritage 
site are the forests that represent this eco region. 
Bambarabotuwa, Morapitiya Runakanda, Gilimale and 
Eratne are some of the other forest reserves. Even 
rainfall throughout the year, and invariable temperature 
resulted in rich biodiversity. These forests also act as an 
important catchment area for rivers. 

            (10) 

 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

3(c) Bench Rabana is the biggest of the drums used in Sri 
Lanka. The special feature of this drum is that it is 
played at a time by two or more people. They use both 
hands. This drum is commonly used for New Year 
festivals and there are many special rhythms played on 
them. It is mostly played by women. 

             (5) 
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

4 Essays: 

This part of the paper is marked out of thirty five. 

(a) Communication and Content relevance and 
breadth of ideas, overall organisation of material 

= 20 marks 

(b) Quality and use of language — range of vocabulary, 
idioms and structures, clarity and variety of 
expressions  

= 10 marks 

(c) Linguistic accuracy — grammar, spelling, 
punctuation etc                                          = 5 marks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 (35)  
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